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Received September 29, 1768. 

XXXVII. Elucidation of an Etrufcan Coin 
d/Tasftum, in Lucania, emitted from the 
Mint there, about the Time of the Social 
War. ht a Letter to Charles Morton, 
M. D. Sec. R. S. from the Rev. John 
Swinton, B. D. F. R. S. Cuftos Archi- 
vorum of the Univerjity of Oxford, Mem- 
ber of the Academy degli Apatifti at Flo- 
rence, and of the Etrufcan Academy of 
Cortona in Tufcany. 

Dear Sir, 

Head Nov. i\jT r "i H E coin adorned with Etrufcan 
17 * J^ characters, of which you will meet 
with a defcripuon (fee Tab. XI. n. 4.) in this letter, at 
prefent in my fmall cabinet, was fome years fince com- 
municated to the learned world by Sig, Pafferi ; and 
afcribed to the city (1) of Pa?flum, in Lucania, of 
which fuch noble ruins are ftill extant, by that ingenious 
author. This notion, upon farther examination, will 
be found by no means remote from truth - y though, by 
attributing a wrong power, as I apprehend, to one 

( i ) Joan. Baptift. PafTer. DeNum.Etrnfc. Paflanor. Dijfertat. in 
Symbol. Litter ar.&c. Vol. fecund, p. 13—35* Florentine, 1748. 
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of the chara&ers of the legend or infcription on the 
reverfe, and confequently affigning a falfe le&ion to 
that infcription (2), Sig. Pafleri feems greatly to 
have fhaken, at leafl, if not intirely overturned, his 
own opinion. 

The head, with curled hair, on one fide of this 
curious minute coin, may not improbably (3), as 
Sig. Pafleri believes, be the effigies of fome famous 
hero, or general, if not the founder of a city, that 
antiently bore a relation to the place where the 
piece was ftruck ; or it may poffibly, (4) as the 
fame learned gentleman alfo fuggefts, be allowed to 
point out to us fome local deity. Two of the fym- 
bols on the reverfe undoubtedly reprefent a dolphin 
and an acroftolium, though what that between thefe 
two was intended to point out to us, I cannot, with 
the fame facility, take upon me to decide. The 
globule in the middle of this laft, as it is termed by 
Sig, (5) Pafleri, is mod evidently on my medal fuch a 
concha marina, or fea (hell, as we fometimes meet 
with on antient coins. This perfectly well agrees with 
the two fymbols abovementioned, and, in conjunction 
with them, clearly evinces the piece in queftion to have 
been the produce of a mint ereCted in a maritime 
town. 

It may not be improper to obferve here, that a 
filver Greek medal, in fine confer vation, with the 
word KTMAION on the reverfe, in an oriental di- 
rection, from the right hand to the left, and two 

(2) Id. ibid. p. 17.. 

(3) Id. ibid, p, 21. 

(4) Joan. Bipt. Paffer. ubi flip* 
(5.) Id. ibid, p, 2^, 28.. 
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figures extremely fimilar to thofe under the dolphin 
on my coin, which he takes to belong to the city 
of Cunaa in Campania, has been publirtied by (6) M. 
Pellerin. 

With regard to the legend or infcription, preferved 
on the reverfe, it may not be improper to remark, 
that the fifth letter, taken (7) by Sig. Pafferi for l, 
is, at leaft in my opinion, moil: certainly v. This 
is fufficiently apparent from even the four coins pub- 
lished by that ingenious gentleman, in the piece (8) 
here referred to 5 and ftili more fo from the medal 
now before me, as well as from another in the va- 
luable collection of the Reverend and learned Mr. 
Cracherode, Student of Ch rift-Church, both of 
which are in the fineft confervation, and clearly exhi- 
bit v v, not lv. In other refpe&s, the ledtion af« 
figned this minute infcription (9) by Sig. Pafferi 
feems nearly to approach the truth, if it be not per- 
fectly .true. I (hall therefore take the liberty to read 
it ZIWTZI8, phistwis; which, according to the 
cacography, or uncouth manner of writing, of the 
Etrufcans (10), mentioned by me in a former 
paper, may, with fufficient propriety, be deemed equi- 
valent to the Latin pjestvm. The infcription will, 
ho wever, become quite another word, by the con vcrfioti 
of the firft v into l, efTentially different from the Latin 
name of the city wherein Sig. Pafferi fuppofes it to 

(6) Peller. Recutil de Medailks de Peupks & de Vilks* £sfr« 
Tom. I. p. 47. pi. viii. n. 23. A Paris, 1763. 

(7) J°* Bapr. Pafler. ubi lup. p. 19. 

(8) Id. ibid. p. 15 — 17. 

(9) Id. ibid. p. 19, 20. 

(10) Pbilofoph. Tranfaff. Vol. LI. Par, II, p. 858, 
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have been ftruck ; the letter l by no means, as a 
radical, entering into the compofition of that name. 
Nor is the laft element of the word (11) mvtil, 
in any of the (12) moft accurate draughts of Sig* 
Olivieri's Samnite-Etrufcan coins of Papius Mutilus, 
found to refemble v, as Sig. Pafleri has been pleafed 
to aflert. That element in all thofe draughts, as well 
as on the rcverfes of two medals of the fame ge- 
neral in my fmall colledion (fee Tab. XII. n. 2, 3.), 
perfedly well preferved, is moft apparenly l, in the 
true Etrufcan, or rather Samnite-Etrufcan, form. 

If this notion, which to me appears inconteftable, 
fhould be admitted by the learned, they will of 
courfe rejeft the wild and arbitrary fuppofition of a 
modern Italian writer (13); who attributes the piece I 
am confidering to Pliftia, an obfcure inconfiderable 
town, mentioned (14) by Livy, and fcarce ever, as 
far as 1 can recoiled:, by any other antient author. 
For the expun&ion of the l, a letter here purely ima- 

(11) Sig. Gori has remarked, that one of the fides of the Etmf- 
can v is now and then fomewhat longer than the other. When this 
happens, part of the fhorter fide may be fuppofed to have been 
erafed by the injuries of time 5 which, indeed, from the in- 
fiances he has adduced, feems highly probable. Be that, how- 
ever, as it will, even fuch an incomplete v as this is very di- 
ftinguifhable from the Etrufcan l ; as the principal part, or 
longer line, of the latter either always is or ought to be a per- 
pendicular : whereas both the fides of the former are in an oblique 
pofnion, though not always equally fo. Anton. Francifc. Gor. 
Muf.Etrufcp.4x4.. Florentiae, 1737. 

(12) Saggi di Diffirtaz. Accad. pub. left, nella Nob. Ac cad. dell* 
antichiff. Cit. di Cotton. Tom. IV. p. 133, In Roma, 1743* 

(13) Pafchal. Magnon. De Ver. Poftdonia $t Pafii Origini- 
bus j dfc. 

(14) Liv. Lib. IX. c. xiii. xiv. 

Vol. LV1II. K k ginary, 
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ginary, and the fubftitution of the v, in its ftead, 
which the medal itfelf fully juftifies, will not, as I 
apprehend, leave the leaft room for fo precarious, not 
to fay abfiird, a fuppofition. Nor will many of 
the learned think this too harfh an appellation, as 
Pliftia (15) feems to have been an obfcure inland 
town ; whereas the fymbok on the reverfe of my 
coin plainly evince it to have been ftruck in a mari- 
time city, and a city pf very confidence note. It 
would therefore have been a. little unlucky for a cer- 
tain Engiifh writer (16) to determine in. favour of the 
Italian author abovementioned, and affign this piece, 
as well as all others fimihr to it, toPliftia, as he has 
done, had he been fully acquainted with the fubjed he 
wrote upon ; but as this feems not to have been 
the cafe, his character, as an adept in this branch of 
literature, will not be greatly affedted by the miftake. 

With regard to the antiquity of the medal I am 
now upon, I fhall beg leave to remark, that the 
forms of the letters it exhibits, fo perfedlly fimi- 
lar to thofe of the elements preferved by the coins 
of P-apius Mutilus and Tiberius Veturius, heretofore 
explained, clearly indicate it to have been ftruck 
about the time of the Social war* Belides, that war 
is known to have raged in (17) Lucania; and the 
Lucanians are faid to (18) to have been one of the 



(15) Phil. Cluver. ItaL Ahtiq* Eib; II. cv xv.. p. 772.4- 
Lugd. Batavorum, 1634, 

(16) See The Ruins of ' Paftum* p. 37. Lond.. 1768. 

(17) Appian* Alexandrim De BelL* Civil, p. 375* See alfo» 
Ph'tlofoph. TranfaSi. Vol. LIL Part I. p. 29, 30. 

(18) Aut.JEpit. Livian. LXXII, LXXIU. 

principal* 
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principal nations concerned at that time in the revolt 
from the Romans, if they did not adually take 
the lead in that revolt. They were commanded by 
M. Lamponius and Tiberius Cleptius, two able ge- 
nerals ; the former of which defeated a body of 
Roman troops, under the command of Licinius 
CrafTus > formed the fiege of Grumentum, inLucania, 
and not a (19) little diftinguifhed himfelf, either in 
the firft or fccond campaign of the Social war. The 
Etrufcan, or rather Saranite-Etrufcan, characters on 
this Lucanian piece are therefore a very good proof 
of the truth of what is here advanced. For the prin- 
cipal confederated Italian ftates, during the courie 
of that war, ufed the Etrufcan chara&ers, the antient 
letters of Italy, and that on their coins, out of 
defpitetothe (20) Romans. This has been already 
obierved by the very ingenious Sig. Olivieri, in the 
piece here referred to y nor will it, I would perfwade 
royfelf, be contefled in any part of the learned 
world* 

The celebrated Sig. PafTeri fuppofes l to have (21) 
entered into the compofition of the Etrufcan name 
of Paeftum, by which he in a great meafure, if not 
intirely, overturns his own hypothefis, relative to 
the place where the coin before me firft appeared. 
In order to account for this ftrange fuppofition, he 
"aflerts the antients frequently to have placed the let- 
ter l after s$ and (22) produces the words stlatvm, 

(19) Appian. Alexandria, ubi (up* 

(20) Saggi di Dijfertazioni Accidcmiche pubblicamente lettt nella 
Nobile Accademia Etrufca delP antichijjima Ciita di Cortona* Tom. 
II. p. 53. In Roma, 1738. 

(ai) Jo. Bapt. Pafler. ubi fup. p. 19, 20, a r. 
(22) Id, ibid. p» 20, 21. 
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stlites, for latvm, lites, in fupport of his 
affertion. But here st, not limply s, is added to l, 
the firft radical letter, as an obfolete adje&ion, by 
no means effential to the word $ whereas, in his 
Etrufcan name of Paeftu 111(23), st, not s, precedes l, 
by no means as an extrinfic addition, but as appertain- 
ing to the radix, and confequently as an effential part 
of the name. This therefore by no means comes up 
to the point. The proof is altogether as prepofterous 
us the thing to be proved. But as I have already ex- 
ceeded the limits 1 at firft propofed to myfelf in this 
paper, it is time to conclude ; which you will per- 
Lt me to do, with alluring you that I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Your very faithful, 

and moil obedient humble fervant, 

Chrift-Church, Oxom T^ SwbtOD* 

Sept. 5, 1768. J 



(23) W. ibid. p. 19. 
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